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Tanabatasai
Doukon iyou no
Take no sono
Tsunagaru inochi

Tomoni kotohogu

From tangled roots grow
Many trees, one single grove.

Ours the joy of many lives,

Lived nearby,

Tied together.

Although seeming to grow one by one, bamboos’ roots are connected beneath the soil.

Our lives, born from our parents, parents’ parents and through many ancestors, are connected while
time passes.

Going back years and lives, everyone on this earth must be connected.

Tanabata festival of the bamboo grove celebrates the harmony and the joy of diversity of five colors
and the humans living on this spaceship called earth.



1. Streamers (Fukinagashi)

The streamers symbolize the woven strings wishing for
improvement for skills in weaving and artistry. Tanabata can
also be said to be a festival of colors, with the use of five
different colored fukinagashi — blue, red, yellow, white, and
black. The use of different colors only helps to bring out the
beauty in each of the colors. It teaches us that this is the way
in people as well — the beauty and joy in bringing each other’s
goodness.

2. Paper strips (Tanzaku)

Early in the morning of the sixth, people wished for good
handwriting and improvement in the study of poetry by
rubbing the Indian ink on the ink stone with night dew on
karatori (taro potato) leaf. Long ago, one wrote waka (poems)
on Paper Mulberry leaves. Today, wishes are written on
Tanzaku.

3. Origami cranes (orizuru)

Wishes for a long life are made by folding paper into origami
cranes. Originally people folded and hang cranes the number
of the years the eldest of the family had lived.

4. Net (Toami)

It was traditional to wish for good fishing catches and harvest. It also wishes
to collect and catch good luck for the coming year.




5. Trash bag (Kuzu kago)

It is hung with the waste paper left over from making the other decorations.
It symbolizes cleanliness and the importance of saving.

6. Purse (Kinchaku)

Decorated in wishes for prosperity, savings and thriftness.

7. Paper Kimono (Kamigoromo)

Hung in wishes for good sewing skills and artistry. It is a custom to
hang kamigoromo on top of the tanabata bamboo. It is said to
ward off accidents and bad health to be released to the river,
helping raise a healthy child.

Kikuchi, KK.
4-10-18 Ichiban cho, Aoba ku, Sendai shi
TEL 022-222-7511 FAX 022-263-1696

Kikuchi Tanabata site http://www.kk-kikuchi.com



